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Fergus’s bit

Since the last
newsletter, we
have been busy
with fund-
raising and have
exceeded  the
target of £5000
by over £1000.
Well done to all
and many
thanks to all
those who con-
tributed or or-
ganised events.
By the time you
read this issue, I
hope to be back
in  Bahr el
Ghazal, or at
least  Nairobi,
and I will be
back home in

April. This
means that the
March edition

will not be out
until the end of
April, but it will
let you all know
what I got up to!
My main inten-
tion is to use up
the funds raised,
on the school
project in Ajiep
and planning
With the commu-
nity the mnext
stage. The money
Will be spent on
buying locally
available build-
ing materials,
(Continued on page 2)

Christmas Day 1996 - Ayien

SoitisXmasand | am sit-
ting on a box of fishing
twine with people all
around playing cards, tak-
ing, drinking and listening
to Kanda Bongo man. It is
warm but not over hot and
there is a hit of a breeze.
Thea.m. was quite cool but
| didn’t feel socold. | had a

“Later in the morn-
ing drumming could
be heard in the dis-
tance and then
singing as the Rids
came by singing
Xmas songs”

wash and a shave, which
was cold and had coffee
and biscuits and | had a
bottle of vodka, from which
| doled out drams to those

who cameto greet us. | had
adram or two myself. | felt
quite relaxed. Jm and | are
camped under a tamarind
and a latrine has been dug
nearby. A dog barked alot
all night, so abit disturbed.
Later in the morning drum-
ming could be heard in the
distance and then singing
as the kids from Manyiel
came by singing Xmas
songs as they went to-
wards Akon. A chicken
was killed and a very nice
broth produced with rice,
as last night. Almost as
good and certainly less
heavy on the stomach than
turkey, roast tatties and
Xmas pud, though | think
we will consume some
quantities of alcohol. Ma-
jokdit turns up looking a
shadow of his former, but

seemingly fit, though he
says his small daughter is
sick. Otherwise all is quiet
except the hammering of a
blacksmith. Then some
dancing: Ayuong in his
now cut down trousers
with the karate man inside
out and a large hole in the
bum, another man in ashort
jellabia and gumboots and
yet another in frayed
shorts and a smart shirt.
Some women are trilling
and singing over by. | think
they have been at the araki
as well. More people turn
up and things get a little
chaotic. Eventually we all
settle in for a good dance
and some food. | try some
Luo as well as the usual
bull dance and we go on till
about midnight.

Soup, Ceilidhs & Fundraising

Since we launched our ap-
peal to raise £5000 for the
school project in Ajiep in
the June Newsletter, we
have had a marvellous re-
sponse and in many differ-
ent ways. Many people
have made generous dona-
tions and the people of
Millport have really ex-
celled themselveswith their
support. The Y uletide Fes-
tive Evening raised £65 in
donations for soup or
gluwein and the Hogmanay

Highland Ceilidh raised an
incredible £1400.

In November, the Sudan
British Government Pen-
sioners Association very
kindly agreed to include
our leaflet in their Newslet-
ter and the response was
marvellous, with many of
the members making gener-
ous donations as well as
writing or phoning to add
their own personal interest
in what is happening in Su-
dan.

Thanks are also due to a
number of our members,
who have made such an
effort to interest others in
the work of the STTA.

It has been a lot of hard
work, but Fergus will be
able to take £6200 with him
on the 22nd January, al of
which will be spent on the
school project in Ajiep.
Many thanks to all who
contributed in one way or
another - Happy New Y ear
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some labour costs,
which will be in
kind, not cash, and
buying some grain
and  other food
stuffs for the chil-
dren, so that they
can get at least one
meal a day. The
school will get most
of its teaching ma-
terials from the
United  Nations
Children’s  Fund
(UNICEF) and the
teachers will un-
dergo three months

training through
existing UN or
NGO programmes.

I am hoping to be
able to sit under
shady trees for long
periods of time talk-
ing with the com-
munity and the [o-
cal adminstration,
so that we can draw
up a plan of action
for the mext 12
months. The ulti-
mate aim will be for
the school to be self-
sufficient, at least
in terms of being
able to feed the chil-
dren and remuner-
ate the teachers, as
well as being able to
pay for repairs, ex-
pansion etc through
having working in-
come generation
schemes. Until
there is an end to
the war, however,
schools in the South
will be dependent
on the UN or aid
agencies for school
materials and
teacher training.
Relief aid is neces-
sary, but education
is vital.

Books and publications

Report of an Investiga-
tion into Oil Develop-
ment, Conflict and Dis-
placement in Western
Upper Nile, Sudan
October 2001 by John
Ryle and Georgette
Gagnon

This disturbing report
documents the increase,
in the past two years, of
coordinated and targeted
attacks on civilian popu-
lations in Western Upper
Nile, by helicopter gun-
shipsand aerial bombard-
ment, followed by ground
attacks by government
forces or government
backed militias. Often
these attacks operate
from the oil consortium
facilities: the consortium,
Greater Nile petroleum

Operating Company
(GNPOC) is made up of
the China Nationa

Petroleum  Corporaion,
Petronas Carigali
(Malaysian),  Sudapet
(Sudanese) and Talisman
Energy (Canadian).

A Press Release dated

October 16 2001 states
“Thereport finds that the
Government of Sudan has
intensified a terror cam-
paign of armed attacks
against civilians living in
oil areas in 2000-01, has
used oil infrastructure to
support military action,
and hasincreased itsmili-
tary spending as its oil
revenues have increased.
Talisman and other oil
companies are
“knowingly or unknow-
ingly, involved in a gov-
ernment counter insur-
gency strategy that in-
volves the forced dis-
placement of local people
fromrural areas’ of theail
concession of the GN-
POC consortium, the re-
port states.”

Thereport urgesall of the
oil companies operating
in Sudan to make their
continued presence there
contingent on indepen-
dent monitoring of human
rights in the oil develop-
ment areas.

More fundraising news

The Committee of the
Renfrewshire versusAyr-
shire challenge, men-
tioned in the last newsl| et-
ter, presented us with a
chequefor £126.44.

The Shading Tree (Tim
Atiep) Cards sold very
well. 1000 were printed
(though there were per-
haps 100 extras for which
there was no charge) and
al but a few have been
sold. After deducting

printing costs, the cards
made £147.75.

The STTA video has
been shown on a number
of occasions and a short
presentation given. The
Cumbrae Parish
Women's Guild Opening
Meeting was one such
occasion and £50 wasdo-
nated. Copies of the
video are available on
loan, please write or call
01475 530550. Fergus

War and Slavery in Su-
dan by Jok Madut Jok.
University of Pennsylva-
nia Press, 2001. (Obtained
at Foyles, London at
£20.50)

The Murahileen chain
people

As the fisherman chains
his catch with arope

The Murahileen take us
into servitude in their
land

The Murahileen drag us
on the surface of our land
But we will not let go of
our land

Sudanisour land

With this Dinka verse,
Jok prefaces his book in
which he argues that to-
day the slave trade in Su-
dan “ persists as a com-
plex network of buyers,
sellers and middlemen
that operates most ac-
tively when times are
favourable to the prac-
tice....the present day is
one such time..”

Thanks

hopes to be able to pro-
duce another later in
2002.

Thanks are due to many
people for donations,
contributions, participa-
tion and exhortation, but
especially to:

Laura Pennick
Jackie Mutch

lon McBay
Christine Steverson



